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She was the daughter of a preacher 

and a wonderful mother that invested 
in her the love of faith in God; and she 
was a person who benefited so many 
young people in her era and in her 
time. 

Yes, this fierce lover of life, strong, 
determined leader, has now taken her 
wings, and I was pleased to be at her 
homegoing service to be able to honor 
her daughter Karen, her brother, 
Cornel, and Joan, her sister, grandson, 
Kristopher, his wife, and their children, 
and all her other relatives. 

I was delighted that the mayor of the 
city of Houston named this day, No-
vember 14, 2022, as Dr. Mattelia Grays 
Day. I am here to honor her on the 
floor of the House. May she rest in 
peace. May her spirit continue to lift 
us up as we celebrate our 18th inter-
national president, Dr. Grays, as she 
rests in peace and goes home to join 
her honey-do, her husband. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor and praise Dr. 
Mattelia Bennett Grays for a life well lived— 
where she was dedicated to public service 
through education and was a member of the 
renowned Alpha Kappa Alpha (AKA) Sorority 
Incorporated. 

Dr. Mattelia Bennett Grays was a remark-
able woman, a mother, a community leader, 
and a woman of God who passed away this 
month at the age of 91. 

Dr. Bennett Grays was the 18th Inter-
national President of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
(AKA) Sorority Incorporated serving from 1970 
to 1974. 

Dr. Mattelia Bennett Grays was born on July 
26, 1931, in Houston, Texas, to the Reverend 
Abel B. Bennett and Mrs. Delcia McNeal Ben-
nett. 

During her formative years, Dr. Mattelia 
Bennett Grays and her family attended Pleas-
ant Hill Baptist Church until her father built 
from the ground up a small church, St. John 
Missionary Baptist Church, in Chappell Hill, 
Texas. 

Dr. Mattelia Bennett Grays attended schools 
in the Houston Independent School District 
and graduated in 1948 as salutatorian of her 
graduating class at Booker T. Washington 
High School. She was blessed to have earned 
and received a full-ride scholarship to attend 
Dillard University in New Orleans, Louisiana, 
where she thrived and excelled in her studies. 

Dr, Mattelia Bennett Grays pledged and was 
initiated into Beta Upsilon Chapter of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated. She re-
ceived her B.A. degree from Dillard University 
in 1952 and was married to Horace Wesley 
Grays, Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Incor-
porated that same year. A beautiful daughter, 
Karen Grays-Gray was born to this wonderful 
couple. 

Dr. Mattelia Bennett Grays received her 
M.A. degree with honors in special education 
from the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. She later received her Doctorate in 
educational administration from Pacific Univer-
sity in Sacramento, California, in 1985. She 
returned to Houston to teach in the Houston 
Independent School District. After several 
years with HISD, she began working summers 
with the University of Houston as a supervisor 
for laboratory experiences for teachers of cul-
turally deprived children. 

Upon graduation from the University of 
Michigan, Dr. Grays transferred her sorority 

membership to Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter 
in Houston, where she served as chapter 
president and South Central Regional Director. 
She was the youngest person ever elected as 
International President of the sorority in 1968 
and was installed at the sorority’s biennial na-
tional convention in 1970. 

A little-known fact is Dr. Grays, during the 
Civil Rights era, was instrumental and the driv-
ing force in chartering 14 undergraduate chap-
ters of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incor-
porated on predominantly white universities. 
During her term as Supreme Basileus, she 
chartered a total of 56 undergraduate chapters 
at predominantly white universities. 

Dr. Mattelia Bennett Grays was preceded in 
death by her parents; her husband, Horace 
Grays, sisters, Barbara Jefferson, Willie Mae 
Sanford, and brother Randolph McBride. 

Dr. Mattelia Bennett Grays leaves to honor 
her legacy her loving daughter, Karen Grays- 
Gray (Benjamin Gray, son-in-law), her siblings, 
Cornel Joseph Jefferson, Sr., Joan Bennett 
McBride, a grandson, Kristopher John Howard 
(Jennifer Howard, granddaughter-in-law), and 
great-grandchildren, Karolina Austen Howard, 
and Kristopher John Howard, Jr., and a host 
of cousins, nephews, and niece and friends. 

Her work and deeds are most deserving of 
the respect, admiration, and commendation of 
the United States Congress. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
MICHAEL SCHRAGE 

(Mr. MRVAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MRVAN. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great respect and admiration that I 
rise to congratulate Michael Schrage, 
Chief Executive Officer and Chairman 
of the Board of Centier Bank as he 
celebrates his 50th work anniversary. 

Under his outstanding leadership, 
Centier Bank has been recognized as 
the largest private, family-owned bank 
in the State of Indiana and, since 2007, 
has annually been named one of Indi-
ana’s best places to work. I believe 
that this is due to Michael’s value- 
based work ethic that fosters a sup-
portive and thoughtful work environ-
ment. 

I also appreciate that Michael has 
proven himself to be a pillar in the 
community, volunteering his time and 
efforts to countless charity organiza-
tions. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in hon-
oring Michael Schrage on this incred-
ible accomplishment and his commit-
ment to our region and helping those 
in need. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 1 of House Resolution 
1230, the House stands adjourned until 
10 a.m. tomorrow for morning-hour de-
bate and noon for legislative business. 

Thereupon (at 7 o’clock and 26 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, November 15, 2022, at 10 a.m. for 
morning-hour debate. 

OATH OF OFFICE MEMBERS, RESI-
DENT COMMISSIONER, AND DEL-
EGATES 

The oath of office required by the 
sixth article of the Constitution of the 
United States, and as provided by sec-
tion 2 of the act of May 13, 1884 (23 
Stat. 22), to be administered to Mem-
bers, Resident Commissioner, and Dele-
gates of the House of Representatives, 
the text of which is carried in 5 U.S.C. 
3331: 

‘‘‘I, AB, do solemnly swear (or af-
firm) that I will support and defend 
the Constitution of the United 
States against all enemies, foreign 
and domestic; that I will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the same; 
that I take this obligation freely, 
without any mental reservation or 
purpose of evasion; and that I will 
well and faithfully discharge the 
duties of the office on which I am 
about to enter. So help me God.’’ 

has been subscribed to in person and 
filed in duplicate with the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives by the fol-
lowing Member of the 117th Congress, 
pursuant to the provisions of 2 U.S.C. 
25: 

RUDY YAKYM III, Second District of 
Indiana. 

f 

BUDGETARY EFFECTS OF PAYGO 
LEGISLATION 

Pursuant to the Statutory Pay-As- 
You-Go Act of 2010 (PAYGO), Mr. YAR-
MUTH hereby submits, prior to the vote 
on passage, for printing in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD, that H.R. 5441, the 
PAST Act of 2021, as amended, would 
have no significant effect on the def-
icit, and therefore, the budgetary ef-
fects of such bill are estimated as zero. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–5850. A letter from the Alternate OSD 
FRLO, Office of the Secretary, Department 
of Defense, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Privacy Act of 1974; Implemen-
tation [Docket ID: DoD-2020-OS-0094] (RIN: 
0790-AL17) received October 25, 2022, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

EC–5851. A letter from the Alternate OSD 
FRLO, Department of Defense, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Defense Fed-
eral Acquisition Regulation Supplement: De-
partment of State Rescission of Determina-
tion Regarding Sudan (DFARS Case 2021- 
D027) [Docket: DARS-2021-0019] (RIN: 0750- 
AL46] received October 25, 2022, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

EC–5852. A letter from the Alternate OSD 
FRLO, Department of Defense, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Defense Fed-
eral Acquisition Regulation Supplement: 
Representation Relating to Compensation of 
Former DoD Officials (DFARS Case 2021- 
D030) [Docket: DARS-2022-0022] (RIN: 0750- 
AL52) received October 14, 2022, pursuant to 5 
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